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Mr, Balfour, 


The Ov-rseas News Agency have published 
a number of articles by Mr. Kimche, and it is 
| difficult to identify this one. Nr. Kimche 
| is extremely «ell-known to thi: Dep:.rtment as 
the former editor of "Tribune" andhis uncritical 
devotion to Zionism was doubtless reflected in 


this article as it is in all his writings. 


Peter Matthews, 
Nes Devartment, 


7th June, 1948, 
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Italian press comment on Palestine, 


l. The fighting in Palestine, the efforts of the 
Security Council to bring about a truce and the attittde 
of His Majesty's Government to these events have been given 
great publicity during the last ten days. xeporting and 
comment in the independent press has on the whole been factual 
and fair. The Communist and Nenni Socialist press has been 
libellously hostile both to you personally and generally to 
His liajesty's Government present attitude and previous 
record in Palestine. The Socialist Unity press (Saragatian), 
with the exception of one article by John Kimche in Italia 
Socialista syndicated by the overseas news agency, has been 
fair but decidedly pro-Jewish. 


2. None of the press has shown the slightest sympathy 
with or appreciation of His Majesty's Government's efforts in 
Palestine, and the Information Department has had practically 
no success in obtaining publicity for the L.P.S. summary 
of 13th ilay of the White Paper. 


3. The alleged differences between the british and 
United States Governmentshave been dealt with in messages from 
the London correspondents (Ottone and Sansa) of the liessaggero 

and the Coggiere Della Sera (Independent), The latter stated 
in a despatch published on 18th May that Great Britain's 
Pro-Arab policy did not enjoy the support of the Dominion 
Governments, and Great Britain ran the risk of finding herself 
isolated, On the other hand, Sansa emphasised in the same 
despatch that the so-called Jewish State fulfilled nme of the 
essentials required under International Law, and described the 
United States recogition as hasty. iiessaggero of 25th May 
reports that following conversations between yourself and the 
United States Ambassador, "calm has returned to Anglo- 
American relations". 


4. The Communist press comment, of which a sample was 
given in paragraph 2 of my telegram 579, has surpassed itself, 
Practically every edition since 15th iiay, and indeed some time 
before, carried accusations of British collusion with the 
Arabs, British officers fighting with the Trans-Jordan troops 
and Anglo-American backstairs deals on oil, To-day's (25th 
May) headlines, which run across five columns, are "British 
imperialism sabotages United Nations decision - Bevin 
instigates Arabs to refuse cease fire order". The llenni- 
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Socialist préss has not been far behind: the Milan edition 
published an attack which wag indistinguishable from pre- 
war Fascist propaganda reciting the catalogue of British 
crimes in the ifiddle Gast since 1918, accusing her of sowing 
dissension between Jews and Arabs and of deliberately 
condemning the 500,000 Jews in Palestine to death in order 
to erect. an Arab bastion against Russia in the Middle East. 
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